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device, so notorious in India, of a perpetual succession of
incarnations. At least two persons have been living within
the last few years in Western and Central India who are
asserted to be the tenements or vessels which the deity, who
originally manifested himself in some wonderful personage, has
now chosen for his abode on earth ;* and one native official
.well known in the Bombay Presidency, in whom the signs of
divinity had been detected, was so harassed by an incessant
following of devout folk that he became unable to do his
business. This is, however, an inordinate use of the mystery.
Its main enploynient is to keep up the prestige and privileges
of the classical deities, by declaring all wonderful and famous
personages to be embodiments of them; and thus have many
great prophets and "moral teachers been identified and absorbed,
except those who actually attacked Brahmanism. One of the
most numerous sects in Berar, and throughout the Dekhan,"
is that of the Lingayets / they wear constantly the Linga, as
Siva's emblem, and their founder was one Chamba Basapa,
evidently a great man in his day, who preached high morality,
though probably tinged with mysticism. He is now commonly
recognised to have been an incarnation of Siva, and his fol-
lowers are merely a peculiar section of Siva-worshippers. The
other leading sect among the trading classes of the Dekhan is
that of the Jains, who adore certain deified saints that have
traversed a series of metempsychoses. But the Jains deny
the Vedas, and are distinctly, though not exclusively, heretical;
so their saints have never been exaUed or absorbed inta the
Hindu Pantheon.

Then we have in Berar an anomalous sect, called the Man-
bhaus, part of whom are laymen, and the rest live by strict
rule as wandering friars and nuns, clothed in black. Their
teaching is quite anti-Brahmanical, and the consequence
is that their founder, one Krishna, is declared by the
orthodox to have been a Brahman who disgraced himself by
a terrible mesalliance, not by any means an incarnation of the
god Krishna, as his more enthusiastic and less exclusive
votaries say* This real Krishna must have been a person of
some mark; one of those true religious reformers who have